
SPANISH 404 / PRONUNCIATION / SP QTR 2005 
Section 18040/MWF 11:30-12:48 /0254 Central Classroom 
 
Instructor:  Chad Howe 
Offi ce:   278 Hagerty Hall 
Offi ce Hours:  MW 1:00-2:00 & by appointment 
Offi ce Phone:  292-4958 
E-mail:   howe.73@osu.edu 
WWW:   http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/howe73/Spanish404 
 
Course Objectives 
After successful completion of this course, the student will: 
¥ be familiar with the sounds of Spanish and how they are organized into the phonological system of 

the language; 
¥ apply the rules of Spanish pronunciation in his/her own speechÑ at least in controlled contextsÑ and 

be able to use articulatory descriptions in the teaching of Spanish to English speakers; 
¥ understand the principles of Spanish orthography, including accent marks; 
¥ use appropriate terminology to express very general notions of phonology and phonetics; 
¥ recognize the dialectal diversity of Spanish in Iberia and the Americas, as well as the phonetic 

features that characterize the most salient dialects; 
¥ appreciate the phonological perspective of monolingual Spanish speakers, and how their intuitions 

inform linguistic research. 
 
Required materials 
Course packet; purchase at SBX 
Notes taken from course website (http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/howe73/Spanish404) 
One blank 90-minute cassette tape (new) 
Other materials to be distributed by the professor 
 
Additional bibliography (See also sources cited in each text) 
Barrutia, Richard y Armin Schwegler. 1994. Fonética y fonología españolas. 2nd ed.  New York:  Wiley. 
Barrutia, Richard and Tracy David Terrell. 1982. Fonética y fonología españolas. New York: Wiley. 
*Canfield, D. Lincoln. 1981. Spanish Pronunciation in the Americas. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 
*Dalbor, John. 1997. Spanish Pronunciation: Theory and Practice. 3rd ed. New York: Holt, Rinehart and 

Winston. 
*Lipski, John. 1994. Latin American Spanish. London: Longman. 
Navarro Tom‡s, Tom‡s. 1968. Manual de pronunciación española. Madrid: Consejo Superior de 

Investigaciones Cient’fi cas. 
Quilis, Antonio and Joseph A. Fern‡ndez. 1979. Curso de fonética y fonología españolas para 

estudiantes angloamericanos. 9a ed. Madrid: Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cient’fi cas, 
Instituto <<Miguel de Cervantes>>. 

Real Academia Espa–ola. 1973. Esbozo de una nueva gramática de la lengua española. Madrid: Espasa-
Calpe. (Primera parte: fonolog’a.) 

Whitley, M. Stanley. 1987. Spanish/English Contrasts: A Course in Spanish Linguistics. Washington:  
Georgetown University Press. (Chapters 1-4.) 

 
(starred texts are highly recommended; lecture will be taken in part from these texts) 

 
 
 
 
Useful Resources  
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¥ Prof. Terrell Morgan's Homepage: (sppo.ohio-state.edu/faculty/morgan.3/sounds.html) Useful 
information on the Spanish-speaking world in and around Columbus.   

¥ Prof. Eduardo Pi–eros' Homepage:  (www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics) A collection of 
information and links related to articulatory phonetics and its application to Spanish. 

¥ Prof. Peter LadefogedÕs Homepage:  
(hctv.humnet.ucla.edu/departments/linguistics/vowelandconsonants) Includes a comprehensive 
collection of speech sounds from languages around the world.   

¥ Course Webpage: (http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/howe73/Spanish404) 
The description of assignments, the syllabus, and various sound fi les will be available on this 
page.  
 

Grading criteria (tentative) 
10% Prácticas de oído     5% Investigaciones 
15% Course Project      5% Course Project (Trascriptions) 
45% Partial Exams (fi ve in all, as listed on the calendar) 20% Final Exam 
 
Prácticas de oído and other homework 
Listening practice will take many forms, one being the transcription (in standard Spanish orthography, not 
phonetic symbols) of song lyrics.  Students will listen to certain songs on their tape as many times as it 
takes to write out the words they hear (and make sense of them!).  Native speakers, fellow students, and 
other assorted nice people may be called in to give assistance according to guidelines to be distributed by 
the instructor. 
 
Investigaciones 
The investigaciones will sometimes require that students consult native Spanish speakers in order to tap 
into their attitudes and intuitions.  Spanish-language media (print, music, etc.) will also serve as resources 
for these ÔlivingÕ research assignments. 
 
Course Project 
Each student will be assigned a text to be recorded and turned in to the instructor.  It may be a famous 
quote, a poem, a song, an excerpt from a play or a movie, a text from everyday life, or some other sample 
of spoken Spanish.  After deciding on a model/dialect, students are expected to practice their speech 
sample throughout the quarter.  More details about this assignment will be distributed by the instructor. 
You will also be expected to periodically turn in transcriptions of selected sections of the course project 
(5%). 
 
Attendance 
It is important that you attend class every day, especially since the tests will be based on the lectures in 
class. If you miss class for whatever reason, make an appointment with the instructor so that you can go 
over the lesson that you missed. If you miss class on the day that an assignment is due, email the 
assignment to the instructor, or leave it in his mailbox (Hagerty 298). 
 
Academic Misconduct 
Although group work is encouraged on some projects, cheating, in any form, will not be tolerated and 
will result in immediate reporting to Judicial Affairs. 
 
 
Anyone who feels they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me 

to arrange an appointment as soon as possible. At the appointment we can discuss the course format, 
anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations. I rely on the Office for Disability Services 
for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies. If you 

have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.
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Program and Calendar 
(Subject to Change) 

 

 
 

Topic Homework 

Week 1 

Monday, 03/28 

Introduction to course material, Review 
syllabus, Website, Class expectations. 

 
Definitions:  Phonetics and Phonology 

Review syllabus. 
 

Bring questions to class. 

Wednesday, 03/30 
Introduction to IPA 

 
Definition: The syllable 

Do exercises in syllabifi cation. 
 
 

Friday, 04/01 
The syllable- exercises 

 
Definition: Resyllabification 

Complete Course Project #1. 

Week 2  

Monday, 04/04 
Resyllabifi cation- exercises 

 
Due: Course Project #1 

Do exercises in resyllabifi cation. 

Wednesday, 04/06 
Definition: Stress and Accentuation 

 
Accentuation- exercises 

Do exercises in stress. 

Friday, 04/08 
Accentuation- exercises and review 

 
Go over text ÔDialectosÕ 

Study for Exam 1. 

Week 3  

Monday, 04/11 Exam 1 Choose dialect model for course 
project. Practice ÔDialectosÕ. 

Wednesday, 04/13 Articulatory description: Vowels Do vowel exercise. Begin learning 
parts of vocal tract. 

Friday, 04/15 Articulatory description: Consonants Do consonant exercise. 

Week 4  

Monday, 04/18 Vowels and Consonants Ð Review Study for Exam 2. 

Wednesday, 04/20 Exam 2 Work on ÔPr‡ctica de o’do #1Õ. 

Friday, 04/22 The phonemes /p t k/ Complete Práctica de oído #1. 
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Week 5  

Monday, 04/25 
The phonemes  /b d g / 

Due: Práctica de oído #1 
Do /b d g/ practice. 

Wednesday, 04/27 The phonemes /b d g / Study for Exam 3. 

Friday, 04/29 Exam 3 (oral & written) Complete Course Project #2. 

Week 6  

Monday, 05/02 
The phonemes /f s x / 

Due: Course Project #2 
Do fri cative exercise. 

Wednesday, 05/04 Practice Day  

Friday, 05/06 The distinction /s/, /! / in Spain Do distinction exercises. 

Week 7  

Monday, 05/09 Practice Day Study for Exam 4. 

Wednesday, 05/11 Exam 4 Complete Course Project #3. 

Friday, 05/13 
Nasal phonemes /n !  m/ 

 
Due: Course Project #3 

Do nasal exercises. 

Week 8  

Monday, 05/16 Liquid phonemes /l r " / 
Do liquids exercises.  

 
Complete Práctica de oído #2. 

Wednesday, 05/18 
Practice Day 

 
Due: Práctica de oído #2 

Study for Exam 5. 

Friday, 05/20 Exam 5 (oral) Complete Course Project #4. 
Week 9  

Monday, 05/23 
Exam 5 (written) 

 
Due: Course Project #4 

Complete Investigación. 

Wednesday, 05/25 
Orthography 

 
Due: Investigación 

Prepare dialect presentations 

Friday, 05/27 Dialectology Complete presentation. 

Week 10  

Monday, 05/30 NO CLASS: MEMORIAL DAY 
Wednesday, 06/01 Dialectology (Presentations)  
Friday, 06/03 Review for final Study for Final Exam 
 

Final Exam:  Wednesday, June 8th  11:30-1:18 


