
SPAN 4090 / Practicum in Service Learning / Spri ng 2008 
87-959 / MWF / 11:15 Ð 12:05  / Journalism / Room 0508 
 

 
Professor:  Lewis C. Howe (Chad) 
Offi ce: 370J Gilbert 
Offi ce Hours: MW 10:AM-11:00 or by appointment 
Offi ce Telephone: (706) 583-0792 
Email: Use WebCT (or, if necessary, chowe@uga.edu) 
URL:  WebCT or 

http://chowe/myweb.uga.edu/Teaching.html 
 

DESCRI PTI ON 
This course has been organized so as to allow for maximum student interaction with members of the local 
Hispanic community. The instructor and students will work closely with a variety of local community 
organizations. All students’ activities will be monitored and coordinated by the instructor in cooperation 
with representatives from the community organizations that participate in the Practicum. 
 
Students will dedicate at least 15 hours (depending on the number of hours enrolled) to their activities 
within the community. Since this course offer a variety of options within several organizations, the course 
itself will be co-constructed by the students, the members of the Hispanic community who are involved in 
the project, and the instructor. Students are responsible for managing adequately their time in order to 
complete the required 15+ hours. 
 
All course correspondence (e.g. discussions, announcements, updates, etc.) will be handled using WebCT. 
 
OBJECTI VES 
• To perform a service that is an identi fi ed need in the Hispanic community and that will enhance 

students’ language-learning experience as well. 
• To give students opportunities to use their language skills in real-life situations in their own 

communities. 
• To increase the students’ Spanish language profi ciency and expand their knowledge of vocabulary 

and grammar. 
• To increase students’ intercultural awareness and understanding. 
 
Grading System 
S/U Satisfactory/ Unsatisfactory 
  
Credit Hours 
Students will earn one, two, or  three hours of credit for volunteering in the local Hispanic community. 
 
Learning Activities 
1. During the fi rst week of placement in a service organization, the instructor will meet with students to 

obtain personal information. Students will be asked about the goals for their service-learning 
experience and their preferences for the type of community work they would like to be involved. 

2. These goals will be assessed throughout the 15-week term to determine if and how they are being 
met. 
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3. The successful completion of this course requires at least 15 hours (for one credit), 30 hours (for 
two), and 45 hours for (three credits) of instructor-approved service activity. Students will need to 
schedule their service time—i.e. keep a record of the days and hours during which they are engaged 
in service-related activities. Please inform the contact person at the individual site if you have to miss 
a meeting. Missing scheduled appointments should be avoided at all costs. 
 

 
Assignments 
• Journal 
Students will keep a journal to document their experiences during the semester. The journal will be 
structured as a diary of learning events that have had an impact on you with respect to your objectives for 
the course. The journal reflections should not just document what you did during your service activities 
but should reflect on your experiences by making connections with your prior knowledge and our class 
discussions and readings. To prepare your journal, create a document file (in Word, Open Office, etc.) 
with the following information included in the header: Name, Course (i.e. SPAN 4090), and page #. Each 
entry should consist of 150 to 200 words and should be preceded by (1) your name, (2) the date, and (3) 
the journal entry number. Please put each new entry on a new page and save the document with the 
following title: “4090.Diario.[LastName] .doc”. You will attach the file to an email to be submitted every 
Fri day (except March 14th) by 12:05 PM  via WebCT email. Journals should be typed in Spanish. If you 
need help with typing using special symbols, let me know. 
 
You will submit a total of 15 journal entri es during the semester. Evaluation of the journals will be 
limited to the type and detail of the observations made. Part of the purpose of the journals is to provide 
the instructor with feedback to determine the effectiveness of each student’s participation in his/her 
selected community service program. The fi rst journal entry  should consist of personal narratives 
describing why you chose to participate in service-learning and what you expect from the experience. 
Here are a few additional topics to consider while preparing journal entries. 
 

1. What sorts of success/set-backs have you had during your service project? 
2. How were any problems addressed? 
3. How do the participants respond to your involvement? 
4. What type of impact are you having or hope to have in the community? 
5. How do these experience affect your education in Spanish? 

 
• Required Reading 
The readings are an essential component of the course and serve as a guide for constructing theory out of 
experience. All course reading will be directly connected to class discussions and activities. The readings 
are resources to help you reflect on your experiences within the community and find ways to improve the 
outcomes. Unless otherwise indicated, all readings will be made available through WebCT. 
Comprehension questions will be assigned along with all scheduled readings. 
 
• Final Evaluati ve Essay 
For this final essay, students should read back over the journal entries and discuss how the service-
learning experience compared to their expectations. In your essay, you should cite the relevant readings 
covered in class, as well as discuss the effect of the service learning experience on your proficiency in and 
understanding Spanish and Hispanic cultural. During the last month of classes, the instructor will provide 
you with a questionnaire that will help to organize your essay into the discussion of specific issues. The 
essays should be 1-2 pages in length, typed and double-spaced in 12pt. Times New Roman. The essays 
will due (as a hard copy) on Monday, Apri l 28th.  
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Determination of the Final Grade: 
Your final grade (S or U) will be determined by the following factors: 
1. Satisfactory completion of all journal entries 
2. Satisfactory completion of all assigned readings/questions 
3. Satisfactory completion of Final Evaluative Essay 
4. Satisfactory participation and attendendance 
 
 
Offi cial Information: 
Given the nature of this course, we will not be meeting on all of the scheduled meeting days. Thus, any 
absence on these days must be discussed with me at least 48 hours in advance. In the course calendar 
below, you will find the days on which class will be held. Attendance and participation will influence the 
calculation of the final grade. All assignments must be turned in during class on the day they are due. All 
requests for extensions must be discussed with me in advance. 
 
The University of Georgia has rules regarding what constitutes a lack of academic honesty, and it is the 
responsibility of each student to read and become familiar with said rules. In this class each student’s 
work should be the product of his/her own individual efforts unless the assignment requires group work. 
Please consult the section “Policy and Documents” at http://www.uga.edu/ovpi/honesty/ahpd.htm for 
more information. 
 
Students with Disabiliti es: 
Students requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Disability Resource Center 
(706-542-7719). The Disability Resource Center will provide documentation to the student who must 
then provide this documentation to the Professor when requesting accommodation. It is the student’s 
responsibility to take the appropriate steps in informing the professor of any disability-related 
accommodations required and for arranging any accommodations with ample time to administer them. 
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Class schedule and readings (Tentati ve) 
 
Week #1 (January 7, 9, and 11) 
• January  7 &  11: Presentations by instructor and project representatives. Placement. 

Readings/Resources: 
Griego Jones, Toni, & Fuller, Mary Lou. Teaching Hispanic Children. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 
2003. CHAPTER 2: “Reflecting on Our Own Beliefs about Hispanic Students” 

 
Week #2 (January 14, 16, and 18) 
• January  14: Presentations by instructor and project representatives. Placement. (cont.) 

Readings/Resources: 
Moll, Luis & Norma González. “Beginning Where the Children Are.” Otto Santa Ana (ed) Tongue-
Tied. The Lives of Multilingual Children in Public Education. Boulder, NY, Toronto, Oxford: 
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2004. 
 

Week #3 (January 21, 23, and 25) 
• January  21: No Class: Day in observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
• January  23: Hispanics in the US. Placement (cont.) 

Readings/Resources: 
Hispanic/Latino population data. Census 2000 Brief (http://www.census.gov/prod/2001pubs/) 
Facts on Immigration (http://www.immigrationforum.org/PrintFriendly.aspx?tabid=724) 

 
Week #4 (January 28, 30, and February 1) 
• January  28:  Hispanics in the US. 

Readings/Resources: 
Atiles, Jorge & Stephanie Bohon. 2002. The Needs of GeorgiaÕs New Latinos. UGA Carl Vinson 
Institute. 
More population data at school level: Clarke County School District: www.clarke.k12.ga.us   
http://www.gsci.org/ReportCenter/reportcenter.jsp  http://reportcard.gppf.org/DesktopDefault.aspx 

 
Week #5 (February 4, 6, and 8) 
• February  4 &  6: Hot issues about Latinos in Georgia 

Readings/Resources:   Atiles & Bohon (2003) 
 SB 529 - Georgia Security/Immigration Compliance Act 

http://www.legis.state.ga.us/legis/2005_06/sum/sb529.htm 
 Georgia Association of Latino Elected Officials (GALEO) 

http://www.galeo.org/ 
 Who are the Hispanic Americans?  

http://ed.gov/pubs/FaultLine/who.html 
 National Council of La Raza 

http://www.nclr.org/ 
 Latinos in USA (NPR radio program) 
  http://www.latinousa.org/ 
 
Week #6 (February 11, 13, and 15) 
• No Class This Week 
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Week #7 (February 18, 20, and 22) 
• February  18:   Bilingual Education 

Readings/Resources: 
Tan, Amy. “Mother Tongue” Otto Santa Ana (ed) Tongue-Tied. The Lives of Multilingual Children in 
Public Education. Boulder, NY, Toronto, Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2004. 
(Pros and cons of bilingualism and biculturalism: “Why bilingual education?” 
http://www.ericdigests.org/1997-3/bilingual.html) 

 
Week #8 (February 25, 27, and 29) 
• February  25:  Parental Involvement  

Readings/Resources: 
Archuleta, Catherine. “Parental Involvement” 
http://si.unm.edu/Web%20Journals/Articles/Catherine%20Archuleta.html 
Finders, Margaret & Cynthia Lewis. “Why Some Parents Don't Come to School. What Keeps Them 
Away” http://www.nea.org/teachexperience/prntk030909.html 

 
Week #9 (March 3, 5, and 7) 
• March 3: Tutoring in bilingual settings 

Readings/Resources: 
Advice for tutoring http://smccd.net/accounts/perezf/tap/TutorTutor/mainmenu.html and  
http://www.literacyconnections.com/AdviceForReadingTutors.html 

 
Week #10 (March 10, 12, and 14) 
• No Class: Spring Break 
 
Week #11 (March 17, 19, and 21) 
• March 17: Interpreting 

Readings/Resources: 
Some examples of articles about interpreting: http://www.acebo.com/papers/pmenu.htm 
Interpreting practice. 

 
Part I of Questionnaire Due 

 
Week #12 (March 24, 26, and 28) 
• (Tentative) Parent-Teacher Conferences at Chase Elementary School and other schools (mandatory 

activity; it counts towards the required 20 hours) 
 
 
Week #13 (March 31 and April 2 and 4) 
• March 31: Minority Languages in the Linguistic Marketplace 

Readings/Resources: 
Funds of Knowledge: Learning from Language Minority Households 
http://www.cal.org/resources/Digest/ncrcds01.html 

 
Week #14 (April 7, 9, and 11) 
• Apri l 7: Minority Languages in the Linguistic Marketplace (cont.) 

Readings/Resources: TBA 
 
Part II  of Questionnaire 
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Week #15 (April 14, 16, and 18) 
• No Class This Week 
 
Week #16 (April 21, 23, and 25) 
• Apri l 21: Online Course Evaluations (more information TBA) 
 
Week #17 (April 28) 
• Apri l 28: Last Day of Class. Final Essays Due. 
 
 

Li st of Organizations 
 
Chase Elementary School   
757 North Chase Street 
 (706) 543-1081 
Contacts: Karin Stubenbaum 
stubenbaumk@clarke.k12.ga.us 
(706) 227-7843 

1.Tutoring (1 hour training session, Thursday, 
January 18 @ 4pm) 

2.Bilingual Reading Program 
3.Adult ESL classes 
4.Child care during ESL classes 
5.Parent-Teacher Conference (March 27-29) (All 

class participate; in-class training)  
 

Barrow Elementary School 
100 Pinecrest Drive 
(behind UGA running tracks) 
Phone: (706) 543-2676 
 

1.Assist Señora Jones with Spanish lessons for 
preK-3 students (Contact: Sra.Jones  
jonesca@clarke.k12.ga.us) 

2.Tutoring (Contact: Ellen Sabatini 
sabatine@clarke.k12.ga.us) 

 
Even Start, CCSD 
Contac: Todd Hoskins 
hoskinst@clarke.k12.ga.us 
706-357-5315  
 

1.Tutoring GED and ESL adult students 
2.Activities for preschool classes 
 

Pinewood Library 
Contact: Maria Duarte or Miguel Vicente, 
mvicente@athenslibrary.org  
706-613-3708 
 

1.Literacy tutoring in Spanish (adults)  
     
2.Tutoring Middle and High School students 
    (afterschool)  

Oasis Católico San Rafaela 
Contact: Sister Margarita Martin 
acjoasis@gmail.com 
 

Tutoring elementary school students 
M-T 3:00-5:00 
(Orientation session, archdiocese paperwork) 
 

Clarke County Mentor Program  
(706) 549-6800 
Contact: Trudy Bradley or Terry Baez 
 

Mentor and tutor school age children in the Clarke 
County School District (Training required) (metion 
you  want to work with a Spanish speaker) 
 

Catholic Social Services 
160 Winston Drive, Athens 
Contact: Kerry Steinberg 
cssesl@yahoo.com 
706-548-9421.  
 

1.Receive Spanish clients and help with clerical 
work in the office.  
2.Interpreters/Translators to accompany clients to 
doctor’s appointment 
3. ESL classes 
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Mercy Health Clinic  
Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
Pulaski Street 
Contact: Dana Hernandez 
dana.e.hernandez@gmail.com 
 

1. Interpreters during doctor appointments 
(advanced Spanish level only). T-Th nights. 
2. Interpreters for clerical work (Wednesday 
morning) (intermediate level) 
 
 

 
 
 
Directions  
 
Oasis Catolico Santa Rafaela 
Take Loop 10 (Athens perimeter) to the north of Athens and take Hwy 29 N. Drive past Athens Tech. 
Then, make a left onto Trail Creek Drive at the sign for Pinewood Estates North, just to the right of a gas 
station. When the road splits, bear right. Finally, take a left onto G-H Street. The Oasis is the white trailer 
on lot G-21 (left side). 
 
Pinewoods Li brary  
Take Loop 10 (Athens perimeter) to the north of Athens and take Hwy 29 N. Drive past Athens Tech. 
Then, make a left onto Trail Creek Drive at the sign for Pinewood Estates North, just to the right of a gas 
station. When the road splits, bear right. Finally, take a left onto G-H Street. The Pinewoods 
Library/Plaza Comunitaria is on lot G-10, next to Oasis.  
 
 


